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had   always taken   posts in elementary  schools.   This
situation was made clearer in 1926 when the Board gave
its certificate to recognised candidates who had qualified
for university diplomas in education. But in future the
certificate examination for training-college students was
to be conducted, not by the Board itself, but by Regional
Boards, on which representatives of the universities, the
training colleges, and the L.EA.s were represented, while
H.M. inspectors had the right to attend meetings in an
advisory capacity. With each university, or with an associa-
tion of universities, a group of training colleges was asso-
ciated.  The  primary  duty of these  'Joint Examining
Boards/ as they wete called,1 was to draw up courses of
work for the training-college students and to conduct
the examinations on which the certificate was awarded;
but it was hoped that this purely examinational relationship
between the university and its associated training colleges
might develop into "some real measure of personal con-
tact between training colleges and the university/* In
the event some Joint Boards went much farther in this
direction than others. The fact that many of the training
colleges are situated at a considerable distance from the
nearest university has militated against dose co-operation,
though even under these conditions the handicap has to
some extent been overcome. But in some places the training
colleges have been near enough to be affiliated and for thek
students reading for degree courses to become ordinary
undergraduates of the university. This has occurred, for
example, at Durham. Bede College, St. Hild's, and Neville's
Cross are at once training colleges and halls of residence in
the University of Durham, Somewhat similarly Goldsmiths'
College has been incorporated in the University of London.
Any expansion or improvement of the national system of

1 See Board of Education Ckcukr 1372 (December nth, 1925).